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senting his ideas in a light that would win her sympathy, took
refuge in persiflage.

Charlotte Bronte's heroics roused Thackeray's antagonism [writes
George Smith]. He declined to pose on a pedestal for her admiration,
and with characteristic contrariety of nature he seemed to be tempted to
say the very things that set Charlotte Bronte's teeth, so to speak, on
edge, and affronted all her ideals. He insisted on discussing his books
very much as a clerk in a bank would discuss the ledgers he had to keep
for a salary. But all this was, on Thackeray's part, an affectation: an
affectation into which he was provoked by what he considered Charlotte
Bronte's high falutin'. Miss Bronte wanted to persuade him that he
was a great man with a 'mission'; and Thackeray, with many wicked
jests, declined to recognise the 'mission.' a8

Whenever they met in the future, the misunderstanding of their
first encounter reasserted itself, and they were always slightly un-
comfortable in each other's company. Miss Bronte became notice-
ably less extravagant in her praise of Thackeray, whom she re-
garded henceforth "as 'twere with a defeated joy." She deplored
his "criminal carelessness of great faculties," and concluded that he
was an "indolent intellectual Hercules." *9

It is unfortunate that the correspondence has not been preserved
in which Miss Bronte took Thackeray to task for his shortcomings,
and he in turn defended himself as best he might. Her exhorta-
tions may perhaps have borne fruit in the more careful workman-
ship and nobler tone of Esmond, the first two volumes of which
were sent to her in manuscript for criticism. But Miss Bronte's
uncompromising idealism and Thackeray's easy worldliness were
after all irreconcilable, and the most enduring memorial of their
association lies in the high comedy of their various meetings, re-
corded with a nice sense of dramatic contrast by Lady Ritchie and
George Smith.30

28 George Smith A Memoir (London, 1902), p. 100.

a9 Wise and Symington, The Brontes, III, 233.

30 See below, No. 652 j No. 705; No, 783.

It should be mentioned that Thackeray was not pleased at the freedom with
which Charlotte Bronte's biographer used his name. Sir Frederick Pollock
(Personal Remembrances, 2 vols., London, 1887, ^> 57) relates that when he
(lined with Thackeray on April 23, 1857, "He spoke in some disgust of Mrs.
Gaskell's recent Life of Miss Bronte, not without personal reason."